
Adult Disability Payment – Daily Living scoring

Background
We have received a high volume of requests from stakeholders for data on the number of people in Scotland who receive Adult Disability Payment and do not receive a minimum of four points for at least one of the Daily Living activities. This is because the UK Government had intended to make changes in relation to PIP in England and Wales which would have added new eligibility criteria requiring a score of a minimum of four points for at least one Daily Living activity to qualify for PIP. These figures are provided here due to those requests from stakeholders. The Scottish Government has no plans to change Adult Disability Payment in line with the previously intended changes the UK Government announced.

These figures are based on management information sourced from Social Security 
Scotland’s case management system. The data was extracted on 24 March 2025 for one-off analysis. The dataset can’t be linked to any of our other datasets, meaning that only limited quality assurance checks could be conducted. As these figures are based on management information, they have not been quality assured to the same standard as Official Statistics.

Adult Disability Payment is made up of two components: a Daily Living component and a Mobility component, and each component has a Standard rate and an Enhanced rate. To determine eligibility for Adult Disability Payment and the appropriate level of support, Social Security Scotland use a points-based system to assess individuals on a number of activities related to Daily Living and Mobility. A combined score of at least 8 points across the 10 Daily Living activities is necessary for a Standard Award of the Daily Living component, while a combined score of at least 12 points is necessary for an Enhanced Award.

[bookmark: _Hlk199942930]Key Findings
[bookmark: _Hlk207803787]Of 434,115 recipients of Adult Disability Payment identified in the dataset as of 24 March 2025, just over half (53%) scored less than 4 points in all of the 10 activities, while the rest (47%) scored 4 points or more in at least one activity. However, this differed noticeably between award levels – 87% of those receiving the Standard rate scored less than 4 points in all activities, compared with 19% of those receiving the Enhanced rate.

The percentage who scored less than 4 points in all activities also varied by primary disability condition. The most common category of primary disabling condition in the dataset was Mental and Behavioural Disorders, making up around 40% of the total caseload, and 44% of the clients in this category scored less than 4 points in all of the 10 activities. The second most common category was Diseases of the Musculoskeletal System and Connective Tissue category with 25% of the caseload, and this group had the highest proportion scoring less than 4 points in all activities (72%). Clients with Diseases of the Musculoskeletal System and Connective Tissue were more likely to score less than 4 points in all activities than the level for all conditions regardless of whether they were receiving a standard (94% vs 87%) or enhanced (33% vs 19%) award.

Diseases of the Eye and Adnexa had the lowest proportion scoring less than 4 points in all activities (15%), but only 1% of clients in the dataset were in this category. Clients with Diseases of the Eye and Adnexa were less likely to score less than 4 points in all activities than the level for all conditions regardless of whether they were receiving a standard (54% vs 87%) or enhanced (5% vs 19%) award.
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Table 1 – Number and Percentage of Clients who scored less than 4 points in all 10 Daily Living activities, by Daily Living award level & disability condition
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Certain Infectious and Parasitic Diseases (A00-B99) 540 75 615 88% 130 470 600 22% 670 545 1,215 55%

Neoplasms (C00-D48) 4,270 1,090 5,360 80% 785 5,080 5,860 13% 5,055 6,170 11,225 45%

Diseases of the Blood and Blood-forming organs and certain disorders involving the immune mechanism (D50-D99) 665 120 780 85% 125 430 560 23% 790 550 1,340 59%

Endocrine, Nutritional and Metabolic Diseases (E00-E90) 4,440 540 4,980 89% 980 2,650 3,630 27% 5,425 3,190 8,610 63%

Mental and Behavioural Disorders (F00-F99) 61,695 11,810 73,505 84% 15,645 86,360 102,005 15% 77,340 98,165 175,510 44%

Diseases of the Nervous System (G00-G99) 10,660 2,475 13,135 81% 2,710 16,660 19,365 14% 13,370 19,130 32,500 41%

Diseases of the Eye and Adnexa (H00-H59) 580 485 1,065 54% 195 4,060 4,255 5% 775 4,545 5,320 15%

Diseases of the Ear and Mastoid Process (H60-H95) 720 710 1,430 50% 190 2,135 2,325 8% 910 2,845 3,755 24%

Diseases of the Circulatory System (I00-I99) 10,350 1,325 11,670 89% 2,225 9,800 12,020 18% 12,575 11,120 23,695 53%

Diseases of the Respiratory System (J00-J99) 10,230 1,925 12,155 84% 1,610 5,745 7,350 22% 11,840 7,665 19,505 61%

Diseases of the Digestive System (K00-K93) 4,175 495 4,670 89% 750 2,110 2,860 26% 4,925 2,605 7,530 65%

Diseases of the Skin and Subcutaneous Tissue (L00-L99) 1,845 140 1,980 93% 460 1,015 1,475 31% 2,305 1,150 3,455 67%

Diseases of the Musculoskeletal System and Connective Tissue (M00-M99) 65,120 3,900 69,020 94% 13,125 26,895 40,020 33% 78,245 30,795 109,040 72%

Diseases of the Genitourinary System (N00-N99) 1,780 290 2,070 86% 310 1,095 1,405 22% 2,090 1,385 3,475 60%

Certain Conditions Originating in the Perinatal Period(P00-P96) 0 0 0 - 0 5 5 - 0 5 5 -

Congenital Malformations, Deformations and Chromosomal Abnormalities (Q00-Q99) 1,565 320 1,880 83% 325 3,710 4,030 8% 1,885 4,025 5,915 32%

Symptoms, Signs and Abnormal Clinical and Laboratory findings, not elsewhere classified (R00-R99) 5,560 965 6,520 85% 1,030 4,105 5,135 20% 6,590 5,070 11,655 57%

Injury, Poisoning and certain other consequences of external causes (S00-T98) 3,755 405 4,155 90% 650 2,610 3,260 20% 4,400 3,015 7,415 59%

Factors Influencing Health Status and Contact with Health Services (Z00-Z99) 825 315 1,135 72% 115 905 1,020 11% 940 1,220 2,160 44%

Codes for Special Purposes (U00-U85) 470 55 525 90% 70 195 265 26% 540 250 790 68%

Total 189,240 27,425 216,665 87% 41,430 176,020 217,450 19% 230,670 203,450 434,115 53%

Standard Enhanced Total
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